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What's going on at the Dispute Resolution Center of West Michigan?
Please read on to find out about some of the great things our volunteers and staff
have been up to lately.
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INAUGURAL CELEBRATION OF INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT RESOLUTION DAY

Don’'t Worry, Be Happy!

Our inaugural celebration was a howling success! On October 16, 2014, we hosted
Don't Worry, Be Happy! at the City Flats Hotel Ballroom in downtown Grand
Rapids. We were thrilled to welcome over 130 guests to our inaugural event.
The band Zion Lion entertained us with fabulous reggae music.



Zion Lion Reggae Band

Many new friends came out for our "Friendraising" event! Our emcee, Local Man
about Town, Tommy Allen, was an act in himself. We were pleased to honor our first
Local Peacemaker Award winners: Richard Balkema, Chief Kevin Belk, Bryan
Blakeley, Christy Buck, and the Honorable David A. Hoort.

Local Peacemaker Bryan Blakeley, DRCWM Board Member
Latesha Lipscomb, Toresa Blakely aka Coach TMB of In Life

Now Enterprises

Director DRCWM Christine Gllman, Local Peacemaker Chief Kevin Belk



We would again like to thank our generous sponsors:

Jubilant Level: Mercantile Bank
Varnum, LLP

Elated Level: Peacetalks

Thrilled Level:  Fraternal Order of Police Grand Lodge
Lott3Metz
Mark F. Haslem, PC
Silver & VanEssen, PC
Warner Norcross & Judd LLP

Though we concentrated on raising friends of the Dispute Resolution Center at this

event, we were excited and pleased to discover that we made a profit of nearly
$3,000.00.

Once again, we would like to thank our attendees, Local Peacemakers, and
sponsors for making this event a resounding success!

What did the DRCWM accomplish in 2014?

Year 2014 was extremely busy at the DRCWM! We processed 603 cases. Of those
cases, 359 were mediated or conciliated, with 70 percent resulting in full or partial
agreement!
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Who mediates these cases?

With the exception of our pilot project at Lee Middle School, all of our cases are
mediated by volunteers. DRCWM volunteers provided over 1,000 hours of
mediation for the DRCWM, and this doesn't count their drive time, preparation time,
or training time.

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS!

We mean it when we say we couldn't do it
without you!!!

Whom did the DRCWM help?
The DRCWM handled a wide variety of cases in 2014. The cases came from many
different places including courts, schools, the public, government, legal

organizations, and community organizations. In 2014, 1,433 Individuals were served,
including 184 children!

2014 Cases by Type
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In 2014, we continued to process general civil disputes, school disputes, domestic
relations matters, landlord tenant cases, and many more. Within these categories,
we helped resolve civil rights disputes for the Michigan Department of Civil Rights
and agricultural disputes with the US Department of Agriculture. We also resolved
special education disputes between parents and schools.



We've been busy growing!
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As mentioned previously, the DRCWM mediated 359 cases in 2014. That's quite an
improvement over the last two years. In fact, we mediated over 50% more cases
than we did in 2012!

About one half of our income is from the State of Michigan in the form of a

Community Dispute Resolution Program Grant. Because of decreased
revenue at the state level our portion of the grant decreased 5%. If you are

Sl ERGRE D TERE SRR G TERG E T Taplease make a donation today!
http://drcwm.org/donate




